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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sicill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kunishige (U.S. Patent Number 6,172,704) in view of Nakamura (U.S. Publication 
Number 2002/0012126). 

3. With respect to Claim 1 Kunishige teaches a film images preview method for a 
film scanner, the method utilizing a film scanner to preview images on a film held at a 
film holder and to display the previewed Images on a job panel (Col. 1 . pp.34-38 and 
FIG.1), the preview method comprising the steps of: scanning the images on the film by 
the film scanner to provide pre-scanned images (FIG.2, FIG.3 and FIG.8-11), 

Kunishige also teaches a method for previewing and framing the film depending 
the type recognized by the film scanner. The method Kunishige discloses identifies the 
type of film, if the film is a 135 film It automatically frames without any procedure or 
adjustments done. If the film recognized is a non-135 film (which automatically includes 
the 120 films as part of them) then the film goes through a framing process where the 
frame of the image is automatically adjusted (FIG. 12) and showed in a job panel or 
preview window (Col, 9, pp.10-15). 
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Kunishige does not disclose a method for recognizing the type of the film holder 
by receiving infonnation of the film holder outputted from the film scanner. 

However Nakamura teaches the method of recognizing the type of the film holder 
by receiving information of the film holder outputted from the film scanner (Col.6, pp.30- 
40). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made, to make the framing adjustments in a preview window or 
job panel just for the 120 film instead of making them for any type of film cartridge after 
recognizing that its not a 135 film which is what Kunishige teaches and then combine it 
with Nakamura's method for recognizing the type of film depending on the film holder or 
carrier. 

The motivation for the combination would be to have a system recognizing a film 
holder for scanning an image and in the preview window automatically frame the image 
correctly. This would make the framing of a film-scanned image more accurate. 

4. As pertaining Claim 2, Nakamura also discloses a method according to. claim 1 , 
wherein the pre-scanned images. are scanned with a lower resolution (Col.7, pp.30-34). 

5. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kunishige (U.S. Patent Number 6,172,704) in view of Hoshino et al. (U.S. Patent 
Number 5,933,222), and in further view of Liu et al. (U.S. Publication Number 
2004/0042684), and further in view of Nakamura (U.S. Publication Number 
2002/0012126). 
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In regards to Claim 4, Kunishige discloses a film images preview method, the 
method utilizing a film scanner to preview images on a film held at a film holder and to 
display the previewed images on a preview window (Col. 1 . pp.34-38 and FIG.1), the 
preview method comprising the steps of: scanning the images on the film by the film 
scanner to provide pre-scanned images (FIG.2, FIG.3 and FIG.8-1 1 ). 

Kunishige also teaches a method for previewing and framing the film depending 
the type recognized by the film scanner. The method Kunishige discloses identifies the 
type of film, if the film is a 135 film it automatically frames without any procedure or 
adjustments done. If the film recognized is a non-135 film (which automatically includes 
the 120 films and glass film as part of them) then the film goes through a framing 
process where the frame of the image is adjusted (FIG. 12) and showed in a preview 
window (Col. 9, pp. 10-1 5). 

However, Kunishige does not discloses a method for recognize the film holder or 
carrier neither a framing positioning step with a positioning panel that provides a 
position function so that the user adjust the position and size of each image, according 
to the pre-scanned images. 

Hoshino discloses a method for recognizing the type of the film holder (can 
include a glass holder) or film cartridge, by receiving information of the film holder 
outputted from the film scanner. 

Liu teaches the method where the frame-positioning step displays a positioning 
panel (preview window) and image frames and provides a position adjusting function so 
that a user adjusts the position and size for each image frame according to the pre- 
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scanned images in order to match the actual image size and position of the pre- 
scanned images (Col. 2 pp.3-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made, to make the framing adjustments just for the 120 film 
instead of making them for any type of film cartridge or film holder after recognizing that 
its not a 135 film in a preview window where the pre-scanned image is shown, which is 
what Kunishige teaches and then combine it with Hoshino's method for recognizing the 
type of film depending on the film holder or carrier (where a glass holder can be found 
too) and Liu's preview window with options for the user to adjust the position and size of 
the frame for the pre-scanned images. 

The motivation for the combination would be to have a system recognizing a film 
holder for scanning an image and in the preview window automatically frame the image 
correctly and giving the user the option to verify the framing and change the framing if 
needed to by using framing tools. This would make the framing of a film scanned image 
more users friendly and more accurate. 

6. As pertaining to Claim 5, Nakamura discloses a method according to claim 4, 
wherein the pre-scanned images are scanned with a lower resolution (CoL7, pp.30-34). 

In regard to Claim 6, Liu teaches a preview window for scanning, with different 
buttons that gives the options for the user for using the correct framing of an object or a 
scanned image (CoL 2, pp.3-7 and FIG2). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claim 3 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent fomn including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: none of the references, either singularly or in combination, teach or fairly 
suggest a job panel or preview window that adjust the frame of a film scanned imaged 
depending on the unexposed gap between the preview frame and the image that is 
previewed. Some of. the references found, showed a preview window or job panel where 
the user could only see the preview of the film scanned image or a preview window or 
job panel where the user could see and adjust the frame, but none of the references 
showed a preview window or a job panel where the framing adjustments where 
automatically calculated by the program depending on the gap distance between the 
frame and the film scanned image. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Iriana Cruz whose telephone number is (571 ) 270-3246. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-friday 7:30am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Eisen can be reached on (571) 270-1455. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnatlon Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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